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THE SUFFRAQE QUESBTION.

A Woman Defends the Movement for
Equal Rights Before the Lavw. :

—.To the Edftor :—Please allow mo space
for a brief reply to an artiolein yesterday's
PaNTaAGnAPA agatost ‘‘woman suffrage,”
by Mr. John D. Smith, of Maokinaw, Il ,
who says it {s evident to bis mind that the
advooncy of woman suffrage ls one hinder-

lng cause to the Drogress of the Prohibi-
tion party. Mr. Smith says 1ts advoootes

proclaim aloud that it Is the only methad

to down the liquor traflio. :
I am an advocate of ‘‘woman suffroge,’

but I donot proolaim nloud that It is the
only method to dowa the liquor trofilo; but

when the liguor dealers themgelves are o
unit In declaring that the death kuell to

their businass would come with the ballot

of the motherhood of this country, 1 hope

they know what they are talking about.

Everybody must know that there is only
one way to get rid of this legalized traffic

—only the power that gave it birth can re-
move {it. he ballot which glves it proteo-
tion can remove it from us. The govern-
ment of 8 republic can never rise higher
than the average oharaoter of bthe
oitizena who compose that govern-
ment. | think it I8 very wrong t0
put the Dballot (the tent and all
powerful ipstrument which cides the
oharacter of our government) into the
hands of the distillers, saloonkeepers and
bummers, and keep It from the mother-

hood of the race.
I say let the women bhelp t0 deolde the

conaitiona that shall surround them and
thelr childrean. The combined wisdom of
both father and mother gives the bestl gov-
ernment. lation made and enforced
by men alone ls class legislation. If mer-
ouants can not be trusted to legislate for
farmers, how can men alone legislate justly
for womeni If men can trust their wives
with their children, thelr henor, their
sacred interests of home, why not trust
them with the ballot, by whioch she ocan
serve and defend all of these.

Statistics prove that the rate of divorces
increase in the suffrage states only half as
fast a8 in other states. A recent report
from Colorado shows some good results of
woman suffrage in that state. One has
been to bring out a larger vote of men,
Thousands of men went to theé prlmar?es
for the first time with thelr wives. It
has also stimulaved men to a oloser study
of public affairs. Many men had been
so absorbed in business that they did
not even know who their aldermen
were, and when the women began to ‘‘ask
thelr husbands at home' aand they could
not teH them, it waa very embarrassing to
the dear fellows. It was because women
could vote that Colorado gut the stave
bome for depeandent children, the ‘ll‘w
raising the of consent to eighteen

years, and law giving moshers equal
theﬁ'“ oﬁdrén wtt.gqt,he

age
the
vardianship of
athers. The Colorado women are makibg
a greater affort to enforce the laws thhy
have rather than to get more. The womén
are studying politics and the men
it as a favorable sign that their wives and
other women are wliling to give up some
soclety privileges and kindred matters to
study them.

Mr. Smith quotes the bible and Paul as
against woman suffrage. Nowhere In the
bible are we told that woman shall not
vote, but "I saffer not a woman to teach,"
\s one of Paul's plain declarations. Doas
this apply to women! The whole
bistory of the ochurch, old and new, is
agalpat such an jnderpretation. I think
Paul's ideas of human equality and rights
were very broad. Let us study the script-
ure with the key thought shat the bible
18 both just and rational and never con-
trary Lo reason.

Mr Smith claiga political rights will
have a tendenoy Lo lower women's virtue
and refinément. [ don’t think voting will
degrade women. Voting s power: power
commands respect. If politics is degrad-

| ing it is no argument against woman suf

do not.

frage. It is an argument in iuws favor.
Men have always had coatrol of politics,
and, if they have allowed them to become
dirty, it is time women should come to the
rescue and help oleau thi up. If the
ballot is not fit for my ter, it Is not

fitformyson. I am do what Jittle I

can o fre¢ my sisters, for | am trul

woman'd frlend. The lacge majority

women appreciaLe my efleryvs, while a few
ﬁm. M. A. Cooran

Normal, Ili., Feb, 27.

Another Woman’s View of Saffrag.
—To the Editor:—Perbaps there is no

sabject more worthy of the attention of all

good people, at the preseant time, than this

one—Woman Suffrage. To my mind the
stroagest argument ino

favor of |t is

womaan's right to Lrue cltizenship.

ot care

There are those who believe woman may
for the ballot, that many of them
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gnen who ars pprig
daut failing In spme one
|xby the one failure.

because a few aret
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say they do not want it and would not vote |

{f It were granted. 1 think tho vwords of &

gentleman of London onswer this well,
whioh were reported in the LAterary Digoat

of February 27: “Whethor women them-
solves really desirs the franchise or notb

may be a doubtful point. But thope who
dé not want It need not nge It; and ia it
just for the salieof these to exclude from It
a large number of educated and intelligent

women who, as Prof Jebb truly snys, are |

eagerly demanding It? We do not think
that efther in the polling-booth or the
house of commons —|f they ever gat Lhere
—thelr conduot would be lkely to oontrast
unfavorably with their male relatives. Al

all eveats, A returning officer lo New

Zoealand, whoere women have the suffrage,
hons Ealth that he would rather poll

women than seventy men."'
The question i8 not, moreover, how she

may vote and will vote, but If the right

shall be granted her. This is a free coun-
try, and no man or woman ahould be com-

pelled above his coavictions. I would o8
soon think of persecuting a person ol an-
other daenomination as I would to ocoerce
him {n the matter of voting. In the ballot
granted woman fu the school trusteea, aome
voted the Prohibition tlcket, some tha He-
publican ticket, and others the Democratic
tioket. This was the right accorded euch.
No true man or woman thinks Lo perseculs
apnother at this point.

FI do beliove, however, that If woman had

ne

ballot, it would be for the good of our |

country. It would further an intereat in
purer and better laws, and we all know

that there are more good women than good |
POX |

The love that the gentler
to the home and to humanlity
urges her to ohose tLhe
good things. Now, we must look
at things honestly and not coritically.
What is, 1s; and what will be. will be, and
no man can ochange Lhe ipevitable. God
moves iy a mysterious wa¥ and has called
eople into this life not to seek self-hounor,

men

bears

At large
In

ut the furtherance of his cause. 8Scrip-
ture teaches this: Paul's injunotion to
women wda8 0ot stronger than that

preached to mapn. Hls special injunction
to the Corinthian women was oalled forth
because of the bolduess and wickedness of
the women of Corinth. The city was cor-
rupt and given over to sjn of avery char.
actar, and the disloyalty of the wivas to
their husbands hu.tfy oalled forth such
teachings. If, however, this apostle de-
manded muoch of the women he demanded
oequally as muoeh of the husbands and
fathers. To them he said: ‘‘Provoke not
our ohildren vo wrath; bat bring them up
n nurture and admonition of the Lord "
If we touch upon any failure of the
mothers, we must look likrewise upon tho
remission of daties in fathers, for there aro
f&%hp_m and fathers who fail, especially in
the’ $¥aining .o the children, if it is right
for ohe' to judge. The example of many

int htndar others
| ou may take today
the greai reform agalost tobacco. You
fiod many good men who use it, but you
would not consider a woman who used it

true and . You would oot consider
her a lady If she wentl smoking through
the streets. We do not weot Lo ever see

suoh a thing. ¥You wounld at once,
why, this would spoil motherhood. Look
at the fatherhood of the natlon for A mo-
ment. [ have heard a mother say:
“I cannot talk to my boye about using to-
bacco becaunge their father uses It, and yet
I know It I8 injurilag them."! Ah, example
is more than .
feot, but it is true o
mothers are purer and better than the
fathers. This is generally true, I say.

It may be inferred

isa granted woman all women will

mean in this countur
ies’ interest, an
or an office.
men filling places in this world who were
not seakera of such positions, but received
them os honors of trust. They were capa-
ble and knowa to be, and thus called to fili
them.
Now as to representation.
represent women nor women men.
every department of Jife both are needed.

They work naturaliy lly together.
8AW

BMen cannot

aad
Away back ln the Genesis of time God

that 1t wonld not be good

his wife, but ous to move jointly in
every detdil of life. Yes, and all over this
world there are good men and good wownea

opinion or creed. It the

good
above the evil and that which will make
If it is wroog for

women (o0 have anything to do with the
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the commupity beitter.

Women are not per-
our nation that the

In

for man 0 be
alone, 50 He made him a helpmeet—notl a
glave, not a subprdinate, bat adear, loving
oompanion; not to be what the Indlan

who desire to seal the highest interests of
the.homo and the soolal world. They have

learned that this life |is m:l,yr 2,
school pre to sanother. hey
are learn a - lesaon habovo mere

L

|
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nt in nearly every: point, -

by some If the ballot
me
office-seekers. Are all men office-seekers
No. Some of the best
Are strong In their
yet do not even care
It is also true that there are
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political arena {t must be for men Ond
has made no double atandard lor human
beings. He requlres of one as much as of
another: the pew birth and a pure lifa
The password into beaven 'ia not sex, but
Jasus Chriat. The life 10 be followed, tha
i{fe of Christ. If there I8 any wrong at-
tached to the ballot then all good men as
ood women should retire from it. Wa all
tuow that many questiona of right have
beon presented by some of the orgonlza-
tlons of brave women of our country Lo Lo
legislature. Jt has been done for the good
of people. Take our commuunilies today—
how much is due these women! [.ook as
the effort made to save the boys and girls
of ounr towns from the uss of narcollcs,

Do these women love their homes aay the
leas Dbecause of their brave effortal
Do they love tneir husoands aony
the less because they would throw

safeguards about their lives. [Do we not
nll admire any person who aaves the !life
of apnother? Shall wo admire any Lhe less
any woman who would protect her bomet
In my mind there Is no doubt but that the
majority of the women who do ask the bal-
lot, a8k it because they bclieve they could
beL)Ler the lives of thelr busbands, sons
and brothers, and prqQtect the sisterhood
of the nation. At this polut of our coun-
try's hilstory every true individual looks
on with marked Interest \What senator
was it who grew enraged because a bill
was presonted asking the prohiblitlon of
the liquor traflic in the national capitol!
[s this 00 much, to asl that pure meno at
least legislate for the pvallonl Manoy
women who today séel this are criticlaea,
They simply ,long and ask for the right
over wrong. But look today &% the guod
they have already accomplished. (The
anti-bobaceo law in the school room and
on tho playgrpuond about Lh yool hbnae.
Look*ar tThé oompulsory 1w @ scieutifio
temporance in the public school ook
what proteotion your children are receiv-
ing in being l.aughl. thase things. '‘Koowl-
edge is wisdom.'' Who would not have it?
am often reminded of a woman who e
gressed me very much a few years ago
She was the wifs of A wealthy man and tue
mother of nine boys. She was {nterested
in everything that concerned hoer boys
from woman baving the ballot to the boyas’
training in everv detall She was ver
faithifnl to her bome. She educaied eae
one of these boys bhersell, preparatory 10
the grammar gchool.” Four of these boya
attended Harvard. There was nothingibad
concerned their lives or her bhus that
she did not enter into. Bestde all this she
found time to advance herself in study. She
took vbe C. L S. C and graduated io the
class of '84. JThis woman found tlme for
home, for her boys and outside interests Lo0.
Was she any less faithful to the persoval
duties that came to her beoause of her 1n-
terest in woman's progress! Has Lbe
queen of England beeu anyv less faithful w
her home's intoreat hecause called Lo rula
over a great country?! To every man Ac-
cording to bi» several abilities, there o
neither Jew nor Greek, there (s nelbher
bond nor free, there I8 neitnar male nor
temale, for ye are all one tn Cbrist Jeaus "
Lot every individual do as God would bave
bim regardless of sax Asd leteveryons
remembar that God is above all people and
will suffar Lo come to pass eventually those
thin which will further his cause. Lf
the ballot will do this —that is promole his
canse —he will call waman to it. Hemem-
bor whatever we do, we do 1t aftar all unto

bimm, who said ‘(onasmuch as ye do it
unto onavof the least of these of mine, ye
do it unto me " M LM
Meol.ean, March 2
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