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Adapted from:  The Core Six Essential Strategies for Achieving Excellence with the Common Core by Harvey Silver, R. Thomas Dewing and 
Matthew J. Perini, 2012.  
 

Support or Refute: The Underground Railroad 

Directions:  For each of the statements below, record evidence from the text that supports or denounces the statement.   You 
may paraphrase or quote directly from the text.    

So What? Evidence For Statement Evidence Against So What? 
   

 
The Underground Railroad 
operated in McLean County. 
 
 
 
 

  

   
 
 
Citizens of McLean County 
were generally abolitionists. 
 
 
 

  

   
 
Quilts were commonly used 
to direct fugitive slaves to the 
next location on the 
Underground Railroad. 
 
 
 

  



So What? Evidence For Statement Evidence Against So What? 
   

 
 
The Underground Railroad 
was a sign of mass civil 
disobedience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
 
 
There was a need for the 
Underground Railroad in 
McLean County. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
 
 
The famous orator Frederick 
Douglass was well accepted 
when he expressed his views 
on slavery in Bloomington. 

  

 


